2                    FJEIOM PEKIN TO CALAIS Bl"  LAND.

early spring of 1887, we finally decided to put
our project into execution, and start for flu1 grout
unknown.

The best route (wo found) was as follows : From
Shanghai to Pekin by steamer and house-boat:, from
Pekin to Kalgan (or the Great Wall of China) by
mule litter, and thence across the (Iroat Gobi Divert
to Kiakhta, the Eusso-Ohineso frontier, by cMimul
caravan. From Kiakhta to Tomsk, -piti Luke Baikal,
Irkoutsk, and Krasnoiarsk by taruutusH or Russian
post carriage, and thence by steam cormnuniealwn
on the Obi and Irtish rivers to Tobolsk ami Tinmen.
From the latter place our journey waa cawy enough.
Four days5 sail and seven of steam would bring m
to Moscow, practically the end of our voyage* As
to the time the journey would tako, no one, cvon at
the Russian Embassy, seomed to know. So much
in this journey depends (as we afterwards found)
upon the weather, the facility of obtaining cmnoU
at the Great Wall, and last, But not leant, ilio wi^ato
of the roads in Siberia.

Our final preparations completed, we look pn&wigu
for Shanghai, and the rainy, gusty morning of tho
7th of April, 1887, saw us steaming down clutimcl
with half a gale of wind in our tooth, looking our
last on the white cliffs of England, while to our loft,
was just visible the low-lying const of Franco, tin?
goal we hoped to roach in safety, before the follow-
ing winter, and from which we were separated by
the length of Europe and Asia.

I will not inflict a description of the voyage out
upon the reader. It would be superfluous in tlieao
days of travel, when a man secures his berth for